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festal character about them. They are only gloomy
and weird rites* for the propitiation of angry deities
or the driving; away of evil spirits, and it is very
difficult to detect any traces of a spirit of thankfulness
or praise. Even the term worship is hardly correct.
The object of all the various rites and ceremonies is not
to worship the deity in any true sense of the word, but
simply to propitiate it and avert its wrath, A brief des-
cription of the sacrifices and oSerings themselves will
make this clear. But I must premise that, as with the
names and images and shrines, so with the offerings
and sacrifices, there is no law of uniformity: the
variations of local use and custom are innumerable,,
Still, the accounts here given will give a fair idea of the
general type of rites and ceremonies prevalent throngh-
out South India, in the propitation of village deities*